more stable. The dome is placed on a
structure which is circular in plan. The
drum of the rotunda is carried on four
piers and twelve columns which are placed
in sets of three columns between^ every
two piers. The piers which are covered
with marble slabs are introduced to impart
stability to the structure. The marble
columns were taken from the ruins of
ancient buildings and accounts for the
lack of uniformity and perfect fit among
the columns and between the shafts and
capitals. Another method employed to
increase the stability of the columns was
by the introduction of flat lintels cover-
ed with embossed and painted stucco
decoration or marble facing, and with
plain wooden ties. The capitals on these
columns are of two kinds, Corinthian
which are slightly bell shaped and the
others a cross between Roman and Byzan-
tian. The arches upon them are round.
Since the width needed for the amulato-
ries was too large for a single span, a sup-
porting octagonal arcade was introduced
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